Community Advocacy to Prevent Animal Cruelty in Tala Upazila:

According to Section 6 (Cha) of the Animal Welfare Act, 2019, organizing, participating in, promoting, or encouraging
fights involving bulls, dogs, roosters, or any other animals is a punishable offense. Such activities constitute cruelty
to animals and are strictly prohibited under the law. During May 2026, information regarding the public organization
of a bullfighting event in Tala Upazila was circulated through social media platforms and subsequently came to the
attention of the Tala Upazila CSO Committee. Upon reviewing the matter, the committee identified the event as a
clear violation of the Animal Welfare Act, 2019, as well as an act that undermines the principles of animal welfare
and humane treatment of animals. Recognizing the seriousness of the issue, members of the Tala Upazila CSO
Committee took immediate initiative to engage with relevant stakeholders, including local government officials, law
enforcement agencies, elected representatives, community leaders, and civil society actors. Through advocacy and
communication efforts, they urged the concerned authorities to take necessary measures to prevent and discourage
such unlawful and inhumane activities within the locality. In addition, the committee worked to raise public
awareness regarding the provisions of the Animal Welfare Act, 2019, emphasizing the legal consequences of
organizing animal fights and the ethical responsibility of citizens to ensure the protection and welfare of animals.
Community members were encouraged to report similar incidents and actively contribute to creating a culture that
respects animal rights and discourages cruelty. The advocacy initiative also highlighted the broader importance of
strengthening the rule of law, promoting social responsibility, and fostering a humane and compassionate society.
By addressing the issue through coordinated community action and stakeholder engagement, the Tala Upazila CSO
Committee demonstrated its commitment to protecting animal welfare and promoting lawful practices within the
community.

This intervention is considered a timely and positive example of community-led advocacy, reflecting the active role
of civil society organizations in safeguarding animal rights, supporting legal compliance, and contributing to a more
responsible and humane society.
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